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s the primary state agency responsible for 
administering California’s student financial aid 
programs, and in furtherance of its responsibility 

to provide policy leadership on student financial aid 
issues, the California Student Aid Commission 
establishes the following policy priorities, in no priority 
order, to fulfill the state’s historic, long-term 
commitment to ensuring both access to and selection of 
an institution of higher education for students with 
financial need:  
 
 
P r i o r i t y  1 :  M a x i m i z e  p u b l i c  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  

s t u d e n t s  t h r o u g h  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  t h a t :   

 
Ensures access for low-income and historically 
underrepresented California students to our 
eligible public colleges and universities and non-

profit independent colleges; and for profit eligible 
WASC accredited colleges that meet the 90-10 rule 
without using state grant aid or Title 38 aid as a means 
for satisfying the non-Title IV revenue requirement.  
 

Ensures sufficient financial support for living 
expenses and costs of attendance for low-
income community college students.  

 
 
P r i o r i t y  2 :  M a x i m i z e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  s t a t e -

a u t h o r i z e d  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  p r o g r a m s  t h r o u g h  

c o n s e q u e n t i a l  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  c o n s u m e r   

p r o t e c t i o n s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  a n y  C a l i f o r n i a  

c o l l e g e .   
 

 

 

 

 

P r i o r i t y  3 :  A d v a n c e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  f o r  

C a l i f o r n i a  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p a r e n t s  t h r o u g h  s u f f i c i e n t  

f u n d i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  o u t r e a c h  

p r o g r a m s  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  l i t e r a c y  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  

i n c l u d e  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a i d ,  l o a n s  

a n d  o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  c o v e r  t h e  c o s t  o f  

c o l l e g e .   

 
P r i o r i t y  4 :  I n f l u e n c e  a n d  i n f o r m  f e d e r a l  p o l i c y  o n  

f i n a n c i a l  a i d  p o l i c y  a n d  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  a f f e c t  

C a l i f o r n i a  s t u d e n t s ,  p a r e n t s  a n d  c o l l e g e  

i n s t i t u t i o n s   

 
P r i o r i t y  5 :  M a x i m i z e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  s t a t e -

a u t h o r i z e d  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  p r o g r a m s  t h r o u g h  

s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  S t u d e n t  A i d  C o m m i s s i o n .   

 
 

 
The Commission consists of 15 appointed members. Eleven of the 
commissioners are appointed by the Governor and represent students, 
segments of the State's higher education community, and the general public. 
The Chair of the Senate Rules Committee and the Speaker of the Assembly 
each appoint two members. 
 

A 

Since its creation by the Legislature, in 1955, the 
Commission has continued to operate as the 
principal state agency responsible for administering 
financial aid programs for students attending public 
and private universities, colleges, and vocational 
schools in California. The Commission has never 
wavered from its central mission to make education 
beyond high school financially accessible to all 
Californians. The Commission provides financial aid 
policy analysis and leadership, in partnership with 
California's colleges, universities, financial 
institutions, and financial aid associations. 


